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THE CHAMBER OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MON-
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The York Area Chamber of Commerce  
office will be closed on  
Monday, January 21 for  

THE MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY.  
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The York Area Chamber of Commerce’s Ambassadors finished a very 
busy year and plans are in the works to keep up that pace in 2008. 
 
The Ambassadors represent the Chamber of Commerce at grand 
openings, expansions, ribbon cuttings and more.  “The Ambassadors 
are the most visible arm of the Chamber.” said Todd Kirshenbaum, 
Executive Director of the York Area Chamber of Commerce.  “Special 
thanks to Tim Gardner who lead the group in 2007 as Chairman.”   
Janelle Medinger will serve as Chair in 2008 with Jack Vincent as  
co-chair.  For information on becoming an Ambassador or to schedule 
an Ambassador meeting, contact Cheri Knoell at the Chamber at  
362-5531 or yorkcc@yorkchamber.net   
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York Area Chamber of Commerce 
603 Lincoln Avenue, York, NE  68467 
402/362-5531  -  402/362-5953 (FAX) 

yorkcc@yorkchamber.net          www.yorkchamber.org 
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 Charlie Hoffman, President……………... Penner’s Tire & Auto  
 Mark Jensen, Pres-Elect…………………..MWB Broadcasting 
 Craig Vincent, 1st Vice President ………..NPPD 
 Suzie Ellis, 2nd Vice President…………...True Value 
 Matt Leif, Past Pres………………………...Cornerstone Bank 

#�	����+�	����	� �
 Bureau 1-Mike Renken (York State Bank) ‘10 
 Bureau 2-Angie Berthold (Heritage Realty)’10 
 Bureau 3-Renee Kreifels (Jave Hut/Nebraska Land Video) ‘10 
 Bureau4- Jon Brouillette (Metz Mortuary) ‘09 
 Bureau5- Jim Martindale (Perennial Public Power) ‘08 
 Bureau 6– Vacant 
 Bureau 7-Max Lichti (Lichti’s TV, Appliance & Furniture Center) ‘08 
 Bureau 8-Ben Kohl (John Kohl Auto Center)  ‘08 
 Bureau 9– Dennis Dolan (Pioneer Hybrid International/Research) ‘10 
 Bureau 10-Jon Strong (16th Street Car Wash/Self-Storage)  ‘09 
 Bureau 11-Pam Phillippe (Epworth Village) ‘09 
 Bureau 12-Julie Howe (American Red Cross) ‘09 

!��55 �
Todd Kirshenbaum, Executive Director  tkirshenbaum@yorkchamber.net  
Cheri Knoell, Administrative Assistant    yorkcc@yorkchamber.net 
Sally Ruben, Main Street Director          sruben@yorkchamber.net 

Dear Members of the Chamber of Commerce: 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  I hope 2008 is a successful one for all of York.  
We just finished up our most successful HOLIDAY REWARDS PRO-
GRAM to date.  We gave out around 25,000 entry forms to shoppers 
who spent money at any of our 40 participating businesses from the 
day after Thanksgiving until December 19th.  Each entry form repre-
sents $5-10 spent in the area.  That is quite an impact.  Congratula-
tions to all our winners and especially to those 40 area businesses 
who enthusiastically participated in the promotion.  We also distributed 
over $100,000.00 in Chamber Checks since Thanksgiving.  Those are 
dollars that can ONLY be spent with Chamber members.  Many em-
ployers in the area gave out Chamber Checks for holiday gifts and 
bonuses as well as many individuals this Holiday Season.  Both of 
these programs are examples of successful projects to keep dollars in 
the area—great perks of belonging to the Chamber. 
 
As we send out our membership renewal letters you’ll notice an in-
crease in the base membership.  As we developed our 2008 operating 
budget we had several new expenses we had not budgeted for last 
year including 2 new huge events (Firecracker Frenzy and State Corn-
husking Contest), the added expense of a new office facility and the 
increase in salary and benefits for this position.  We went through our 
budget and cut as much as we could without negatively effecting our 
services to our members.  In order to meet our budget, we chose to 
increase the membership investment as well as the sponsorship levels 
for our events and projects.  We will pursue grants and other funding 
programs to stretch our budget and keep our expenses as low as we 
can.  You can help in a few ways.  First of all, your membership invest-
ment is crucial.  Please take the time to fill out your renewal informa-
tion and send that in as soon as you can regardless of what payment 
plan you choose.  Secondly if you have neighboring businesses or 
colleagues in the community who are currently not members of the 
Chamber, please encourage them to contact us to get a membership 
kit….we will take it from there.  Third is to get involved in the Chamber 
or encourage your employees to sit on committees of the Chamber 
and volunteer their time and expertise in our many projects.  We are 
always looking for assistance in our many events and projects.  The 
more you get involved with the Chamber, the more you get from your 
investment. 
 
Enclosed in this newsletter is a form to advertise in our new and im-
proved Membership Directory.  Please consider placing an ad in the 
directory to help bring more business to your door and to help us keep 
the printing costs down. 
 
Please plan on celebrating our successes of 2007 by attending the 
Annual Banquet on January 15th at the Chances R.  Reservations are 
due January 10th.  Call Cheri at our office at 362-5531 to make your 
reservation.  This year we have a 70’s theme, so dig out your polyes-
ter and platform shoes for the big event. 
 
I’m looking forward to a successful and prosperous 2008.  With your 
help and enthusiasm, we will achieve that goal!  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Todd Kirshenbaum, Executive Director 
York Area Chamber of Commerce 
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One of the best ways to get your business or organi zation noticed in town is to be a sponsor for one o f the many 
events and projects of the York Area Chamber of Com merce.  Chamber projects attract big crowds (includ ing 
many from out-of-town) and your association with su ccessful projects help bring attention to your busi ness or or-

ganization.  The Chamber sponsors over a dozen even ts and projects each year and they could not be the   
success they are without the generous sponsorships of our Chamber members.   

 
Each level of sponsorship gets certain perks for th at level of support; 

  
 GOLD LEVEL-   Logo/name on large banner displayed before and after the event 
   Logo/name on the Chamber’s website with a link 
   Logo/name in Chamber newsletter prior to the eve nt 
   Logo/name on all print materials 
   When possible-VIP Parking, access and viewing st ations 
  
 SILVER LEVEL- Logo/name on Chamber’s website 
   Logo/name in Chamber’s newsletter prior to the e vent 
   Name/credit on all print materials 
  
 BRONZE LEVEL- Listing in Chamber newsletter prior to the event 
   Listing on Chamber’s website 
   Name/credit on all print materials 
  
 SUPPORTER- Listing on Chamber’s website 
   Listing in Chamber newsletter prior to the event  
 

There are two different tiers of events and projects,  
each with a different level of financial support.   

You can pick as many events or projects from EITHER list to sponsor: 
 

TIER ONE EVENTS/PROJECTS     TIER TWO EVENTS/PROJECTS 
*  Firecracker Frenzy (July)     *  Annual Banquet (Jan)  
*  State Cornhusking Contest (Sep)    *  Home Show (Feb) 
*  YORKFEST (Sep)      *  Peep Show <—NEW EVENT (Mar) 
*  Golf Tournament (Jun)     *  Farmer’s Market (Ju n-Oct) 
*  Holiday Kick-Off (Nov)     *  College Fair (Aug)  
        *  Scream on the Square (Oct) 
        *  Business After Hours (Quarterly) 
        *  Community Olympics <—NEW EVENT (Jun) 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR TIER ONE EVENTS/PROJECTS  FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR TIER TWO EVENTS/PROJECTS 
GOLD LEVEL $1000.00 +     GOLD LEVEL $700.00 + 
SILVER LEVEL $700.00-$999.99    SILVER LEVEL $500.00-$699.99 
BRONZE LEVEL $500.00-$699.99    BRONZE LEVEL $250.00-$499.99 
SUPPORTER $250.00-$499.99    SUPPORTER $100.00-$249.99 
 

 
To become a sponsor for ANY of the Chamber’s projects or events,  

contact the York Area Chamber of Commerce to get a Sponsorship Form.   
 Questions, please contact Todd Kirshenbaum at 402-362-5531 or  

tkirshenbaum@yorkchamber.net 
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Last year the Chamber’s Retail Committee and the 
Ambassadors began a successful program called 
COFFEE BUZZ where area businesses host a coffee 
break on Thursdays.  It’s a great opportunity to ge t 
folks into your business and a wonderful way to 
spend your coffee break.  We are adding a new 
twist for 2008.  We are going to reward frequent cof-
fee buzz attendees with prizes at the end of the ye ar 
for going to the most number of Coffee Buzz in 2008 .   
 
If you are interested in hosting a  
Coffee Buzz in 2008, please contact 
Todd at the York Chamber office at 
362-5531.  We will list the participating 
hosts on our web site and also through 
the Chamber’s email alerts.  �

When you have finished reading this newsletter, please pass it 
on to others in your business or organization.   

Your Chamber investment is for your entire team.  If you  
cannot attend any of the functions, please encourage  

your employees to get involved. 
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